Public Document Pack

@ SOCIAL
g MEDIA PLYMOUTH

— FRIENDLY CITY COUNCIL

#plymcouncil

Democratic Support
Plymouth City Council
Civic Centre

Plymouth PLI 2AA

Please ask for Nicola Kirby

T 01752 304867

E nicola.kirby@plymouth.gov.uk
www.plymouth.gov.uk/democracy

Published 17 February 2014

CITY COUNCIL: MOTION ON RAIL ISSUES

Monday 24 February 2014
2pm
Council House (Next to the Civic Centre), Plymouth

Members:
The Lord Mayor, Councillor Mrs Pengelly, Chair

The Deputy Lord Mayor, Councillor Churchill, Vice Chair

Councillors Mrs Aspinall, Ball, Mrs Beer, Bowie, Bowyer, Mrs Bowyer, Casey, Coker, Damarell,
Darcy, Philippa Davey, Sam Davey, Mrs Dolan, Drean, Evans, K Foster, Mrs Foster, Fox, Fry,
Gordon, Haydon, James, Jarvis, Jordan, Martin Leaves, Michael Leaves, Sam Leaves, Lowry,

Dr. Mahony, McDonald, Monahan, Morris, Murphy, Mrs Nelder, Nicholson, Mrs Nicholson,
Parker, Penberthy, Rennie, Ricketts, Dr. Salter, Singh, John Smith, Peter Smith, Stark, Stevens,
Jon Taylor, Kate Taylor, Tuffin, Tuohy, Vincent, Wheeler, Wigens, Williams and Wright.

| refer to the agenda for the above meeting and attach the motion on rail issues following
damage to the arterial line which is referred to in item 7 on the agenda and was shown as ‘to
follow’.

Tracey Lee
Chief Executive



CITY COUNCIL

AGENDA
PART | - PUBLIC MEETING

7. MOTION ON RAIL ISSUES FOLLOWING DAMAGE TO (Pages | - 2)
THE ARTERIAL RAIL LINE

The Leader will seek authority from the City Council, under Article 14, to suspend the
rules of procedure (Council procedure 5.2) to allow a debate on a motion concerning rail
issues following damage to the arterial rail line.

The motion will be sent to you in due course.



Page 1 Agenda ltem 7

CITY COUNCIL

24 February 2014

PLYMOUTH

CITY COUNCIL

MOTION TO THE CITY COUNCIL

Proposed by Councillor Tudor Evans
Seconded by Councillor lan Bowyer

RAIL ISSUES FOLLOWING DAMAGE TO ARTERIAL LINE
This Council notes that:

O Recent events have again highlighted the inadequacies of the South West
Peninsula rail network.

O The South West is ‘“Connectivity Poor” with longer direct journey times than
most other areas of the country which are a similar distance from London.

O The extreme weather events of the last two years and the resulting disruption to
services, has demonstrated that the far south west is also “resilience weal’.

O The economic impact, based on previous events and our current economic
analysis, when the road and rail infrastructure shut down for ten days in 2012 was
estimated to be that Devon and Cornwall took a hit of £20 million per day. An
on-going survey of Plymouth businesses will reveal the current impacts of the rail
closure next week, with £4-5 million being predicted as the direct daily
consequence on the Plymouth economy.

O The network is not fit for purpose for Plymouth as the 15" largest city in England
with an ambitious growth agenda and which is delivering a City Deal. We are
founding members of the Key Cities Group and are committed to ambitious
regeneration plans to grow the city to over 300,000 by 2031.

O The commitment to complete a rail study needs to extend to a commitment to
act on the outcomes of the study and the delivery of an additional route (known
as the Dawlish Avoiding Line or GW?2) to serve Plymouth, Torbay and Cornwall,
west of Exeter.

O All government agencies should be working co-operatively together to deliver the
objectives of faster trains to the south west and a more resilient rail network
overall: as opposed to agency-specific solutions that seek to protect some
population centres whilst potentially prejudicing long-term rail resilience into the
south west.
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This Council believes that it is vital for -

O a reliable and resilient railway that is able to meet the needs of Plymouth’s and
the wider peninsula economy.

O increased train capacity to cater for the increasing demand for rail travel.

O better connectivity with the rest of the UK through faster trains and higher
frequencies.

Plymouth City Council agrees to —

(1

(2)

(©)

(4)

®)

call on the Prime Minister to expedite the study into the delivery of a fast and
resilient additional rail connection to the south west and Plymouth and for this
to be completed and published before the end of 2014.

call on the Prime Minster to instruct the Department of Transport to
immediately put Plymouth on the Department for Transport Strategic
National Corridor.

call on all residents across the peninsula to write to their MP to get them to
support the provision of fast and reliable trains to the south west and for
them to attend the parliamentary meeting of the Rail Resilience Task Group
on 25 February 2014.

call on the Department for Transport to work with Network Rail, Train
Operators, local authorities and the Local Enterprise Partnerships on a
package of infrastructure improvements and options for increasing rolling
stock capacity for the medium term.

call on the Department of Transport to make a firm commitment to complete
feasibility and groundwork with a commitment to extending a rolling
programme of electrification from 2020 that serves the entire South West
Peninsula.
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